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Laura Belle Moore Cunningham
Laura Belle Moore Cunningham was born in August of 1869, in Boise, Idaho, then a frontier town, population 995. During the next 93 years, she lived an epic Idaho life…one that spanned the great American century from Reconstruction, through two world wars, through Lindbergh’s great trans-Atlantic flight…to space flight. 

Laura was not just a witness to this epic century. She and her generation transformed this part of the West, from an outpost into a community.  She understood the hard work involved to…in the words of writer Wallace Stegner…“have a chance to create a society to match its scenery.” 

During her lifetime, Laura began transforming a frontier town into a modern society through her support of organizations like the Children’s Home, the Red Cross and Boise Junior College.  Since then, the Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation has constantly given back to the community and state of Laura’s birth.  The Foundation’s work of building a community to match our scenery has continued into the 21st century.

For more than two decades, the Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation, with major contributions from its President, Harry Bettis, who is here tonight, has supported, in particular, the mission of Idaho Public Television. It has generously…and consistently…sustained our efforts to chronicle the people and stories of our state. 

The Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation, through its generous contributions, has been there for all of our locally produced programs…from our weekly DIALOGUE public affairs program…to D4K, which links Idaho’s school children to the world’s leading scientists. It has been there for our state legislative coverage of IDAHO REPORTS…and for our Outdoor Idaho series, which chronicles the meaning of being an Idahoan amidst the beauty and drama of nature. 
The Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation has been the driving force behind our award winning programs. In the last two years alone, their support of local programming has produced 12 Emmy or Emmy nominations, 15 Worldfest Awards, 9 NETA Awards…and 5 New York Film Festival Awards, to mention just a few.

In the 21st century, Idaho has grown to nearly 2 million people with businesses ranging from traditional industries like grazing, mining, timber and agriculture…to high tech giants like Hewlett Packard and Micron.  And through all this, the Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation has never forgotten its roots…and its mission to help build the great state of Idaho.

On behalf of Idaho Public Television and PBS, I’d like thank the Board of Directors of the Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation, including Laura Bettis, Janelle Wise and, especially its president, Harry Bettis, who accepts this award on their behalf. We congratulate them for receiving the PBS Leadership Award.
Now, as you can well imagine, there are a lot of Harry Bettis stories floating around in Idaho, almost all of them having to do with his unassuming demeanor…and his cowboy hat. 

Harry’s daughter recently recalled the time her dad picked up a straggly looking hitchhiker heading north toward McCall.  Apparently, in the space of an hour or two, Harry made quite an impression on this young man. Because years later, the young man’s father approached Harry with a fine bottle of scotch. The man said to Harry, “I don’t know what you told him, but you turned my son around. He went from being a rebellious…and lost son…to being a successful business man, now running the family business.” The man said it was that ride with Harry that made all the difference.  

Having had the pleasure of spending some time with Harry, I’m not surprised. Harry does make a difference. Everyone, here’s Harry Bettis.
