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Thank you very much for the opportunity to spend a few minutes with you, the members of the
Idaho Cable Telecommunications Association, and your distinguished guests, members of the
Idaho Legislature.

Mark Twain once said...”what’s the difference between governments and individuals?
Governments don't care, individuals do.”

That is why I’'m honored to be here.

In this room, we have an abundance of people who care. Who give of themselves in countless
ways for the betterment of our people, our towns, and our state.

The public service initiatives of the member companies of the Idaho Cable Telecommunications
Associations make a difference everyday in the communities that we live.

In my opinion, the mark of a good business is one that does well...and does good...for their
customers and neighbors. In the case of Idaho Public Television, the member companies of the
ICTA have gone way beyond the basic federal requirements for carrying our new digital services
throughout the state of Idaho...including, | might tell you...Idaho Legislature Live. The members
of the ICTA, however, care about their communities...and it shows!

And your guests tonight, the members of the Idaho Legislature, give of themselves in countless
ways, to understand the needs and represent the aspirations of our citizens..and they do all this
usually with little notice...or appreciation.

So, on behalf of the ICTA, I'd just like to applaud you all for the vital work that you do for the
people of Idaho.

Over the last couple of weeks, news and editorial pages of the national and local press have
been full of reports of President Obama's proposal to delay the federally mandated analog TV
shutdown scheduled 29 days from now on February 17.



The federally-run digital TV coupon program has run out of money and into trouble. As of a few
days ago, there was a waiting list of more than 2 million people.

Now, there are many conflicting opinions about what to do. But as we all know it is all about
how you spin the facts.

If you’re wondering how to spin the facts, allow me to digress for a moment and give you an
example....

My good friend and colleague Bruce Reichert, host of Outdoor Idaho, has a deep dark secret.
He discovered not too long ago, that one of his great, great uncles, Sneaky Reichert, was
hanged for stealing horses and robbing trains back in the 19th century.

In fact, the only picture of Sneaky Reichert was of him on the gallows in Montana, with the
inscription...Sneaky Reichert, horse thief, sent to prison 1885, escaped 1887, robbed the
Montana Flyer six times. Caught by Pinkerton detectives, convicted and hanged in 1889.

Well, if you’ve ever listened to one of his Outdoor Idaho shows, this will come as no surprise to
you what he did. He changed the wording ever so slightly. It now reads...

Mr. Reichert was a famous cowboy. His business empire grew to include acquisition of valuable
equestrian assets and intimate dealings with the Montana railroad. He devoted several years of
his life to government service, and was a key player in a vital investigation run by the renowned
Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Sneaky Reichert passed away during an important civic
function held in his honor when the platform upon which he was standing collapsed.

So, as | said earlier, it’s really how you spin the facts. And that’s true with the digital television
conversion.

Here are some things we seem to be able to agree upon.
Over the air television has been part of the American landscape since the mid-1940’s.

The federally mandated conversion to digital television has been in play since 1995 and the
current shutdown date was established in 2005.

One thing missing in most press accounts is that this federally mandated conversion has NOT
been just a TV broadcaster issue.

Cable television has also been compelled to upgrade its system to digital, but on a different
schedule. Currently, the cable industry must upgrade their systems to digital by 2012 although,
many cable companies may have done so and are close to completing their own digital
conversion sooner than 2012.



For many of you, news of the pending shutdown of analog television is not news. Broadcasters,
cable companies have been running countless digital television related public service
announcements.

In the case of my organization, we’ve been airing federally required spots for years...informing
them about the transition..and in the last year, inviting them to call our 24 x 7 DTV technical
helpline. And other state broadcasters have similar, far reaching initiatives.

The cable industry has also been busy with the transition... offering an easy solution for people
to handle the digital transition. A great variety of national and local channels installed for the
consumer...no muss, no fuss.

But it now appears, even with these efforts, there are people in our country...and Idaho --
particularly the elderly and the poor...that are going to be left stranded by this federally guided
process...arguably the single biggest change in television in our lifetime.

A week ago, KTVB Boise produced a news report on whether seniors at the Idaho Veterans
Home here in Boise were ready for the analog television shutdown in February.

So, if places like the well managed Idaho Veterans Home are having issues getting their
residents ready for the transition, | suspect that this is not an isolated situation.

For more than 60 years, the current analog television system has held a special place in the life
of our country. It has entertained us, informed us and guided us during times of emergencies. It
has created a portal to the world...available to all...through systems including cable and over
the air.

In an increasingly wired society, it still is our proverbial campfire that we gather around to share
common experiences and begin to mold our future. To some, it is the only window to our
world.

Our citizens have high expectations for television. On the internet, we routinely wait 10
seconds for Google to return a search result. Lose 10 seconds of your favorite program...and
that’s considered a big problem! People rely on television...whether from cable or over the
air...like no other medium.



Since the late 1990's, the media...broadcasters and cable...have focused, under the watchful
eye of Congress and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), on preparations for the
adoption of digital television and the shutdown of analog television on February 17, 2009.

We realize there is no turning back now...for the conversion to digital television holds many
promises.

For the almost two-thirds of Idaho households who have cable...or that other thing...they will
not see any immediate changes. This goes for people in most translator-served areas, as well.

For those in our IdahoPTV’s viewing areas who watch analog TV via an antenna, and have taken
advantage of the $40 Converter Box Coupon Program or purchased a new digital TV, they now
have access to our four fabulous looking digital channels -- IdahoPTV, HD, Learn and World --
along with new channels from our local TV colleagues.

But there are big challenges. According to November 2007 Nielson statistics, more than
400,000 people in the four Idaho television markets...Spokane, Boise, Twin Falls and eastern
Idaho...must make some change in how they receive television. Either subscribe to a pay service
like cable, or obtain a converter box or new TV. And the clock is ticking.

Unfortunately, analysis suggests that even with omnipresent public information campaigns, the
elderly and the poor are the least prepared for this digital conversion. Reasons include the
financial shortfall and management of the federal $40 DTV Converter Box Coupon Program,
procrastination, antennas, and an inability to deal with the change.

From the folks that brought us the federally managed wolf re-introduction program, we now
have the $40 DTV Converter Box Coupon Program!

There’s another problem.

The FCC has known for years that its over the air DTV signal standard doesn't go as far, nor does
it penetrate mountainous areas as well as analog signals. With over the air digital television,
either the picture is there, or it’s not. This is called the "cliff effect." For mountainous states like
Idaho, this is a problem.

And for some parts of Idaho, the over the air digital signal will be a hit or miss proposition, or
will simply not be there.

This is true in places like Idaho City, the east side of Emmett, parts of the Portneuf Valley, Wood
River Valley, Glenn’s Ferry, Boise Front and Harris Ranch. If you notice, a few of these places are
seats of county government.

This past September, the FCC began to recognize this problem by allowing some TV
broadcasters...including IdahoPTV in eastern Idaho...the ONE TIME opportunity, not funded of



course, to increase the power of our main digital transmitters. This was a mere 5 months before
the analog shutdown date.

Then on December 30, after years of complaints from, the FCC began allowing stations another
ONE TIME OPPORTUNITY to apply for digital TV "fill-in" service for areas not properly served in
the main coverage areas of the digital transmitters...again, of course, unfunded. And by the
way, you must have these costly systems on the air in 120 days.

If you are consulting your calendars, this last action was 45 days before the shutdown date, and
more than a decade after the federal mandate to convert to DTV was enacted.

In December, KBCI TV produced a news report on one area around ldaho City that is particularly
affected by the lack of digital television reception.

So, should the federal government delay the shutdown?

Such a delay will cost individual broadcasters, including IdahoPTV, thousands of dollars per
month, per analog transmitter, during very challenging economic times.

On the other side of the coin, a delay would allow the federal coupon program to get back on
track and maybe reduce the number of unprepared homes.

These are the issues that will be debated in the coming days and weeks. And each industry will
almost assuredly spin the facts a little differently.

As you all know, the mark of a good democracy is one that represents the opinions of the
majority, but also provides for the needs of the least capable.

So, regardless of whether February 17, 2009 will be the last day of analog television in the U.S.,
we’ve been telling folks to take the time now and make sure that your home is ready...and then
do something special. Call your neighbors, and see if they need help.

With those thoughts, I'd like to leave you all with one final clip from Fox TV...a playful look at
the federally-overseen conversion program to digital television...thank you all very much.








