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Thank you Chairman Boskin.

Civics education is often lampooned by most students as the bane of their high school experience. Why should anyone care at all about how laws are made?

As General LaFrenz (2 Star Adjutant General, Idaho Army National Guard) powerfully reminded us earlier, the American people have fought for more than 200 years to protect our freedom and today, our countrymen and women continue to make the ultimate sacrifice for us and people around the world.

Idaho Legislature Live, has grown to become a vital part of our Idaho democratic process by offering uncensored and unedited coverage of the Idaho legislative process through online and on-air gavel-to-gavel coverage.

Democracy is often neither easy nor simple. Idaho Legislature Live connects citizens around our state and people around the world with our uniquely Idaho citizen legislative process.

We do this through a unique partnership between Idaho Legislative Services, the Idaho Department of Administration and Idaho Public Television, under the direction of IdahoPTV Production Manager Jeff Tucker.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank the leadership of the Legislature for their confidence in the project. 

I would like to acknowledge the presence here of Representative Wendy Jacquet and I’d like to thank her husband Jim for loaning her to the state each year for several months!

And also Senator Clint Stennett, who could not join us tonight, but has demonstrated to all of us the ultimate human quality of courage and determination. 

I need to also thank the organizations that provided the needed financial support of Idaho Legislature Live.

First and foremost, the Idaho State Broadcasters Association. For the last three years, the ISBA has provided the major operational funding for Idaho Legislature Live. At a time when some say that professional organizations aren’t getting involved in their communities the Idaho State Broadcasters Association has done something about it. They have been a quiet and steady supporter of making sure that the people of our state stay connected with their elected representatives.

Providing additional support for this effort has been the Union Pacific Foundation, who is represented tonight by Dan Harbeke and who is joined tonight by his wife Jill. 

Finally, I’d like to congratulate the Friends of Idaho Public Television’s Endowment Fund for their support of Idaho Legislature Live. They are represented by in-coming Board President Eve Chandler, who is joined tonight by her husband Tom.

Again, on behalf of the partner organizations of Idaho Legislature Live thank you Chairman Boskin and for this honor.

